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KEY TERMS

TERM DEFINITION

Unit of Credit The successful completion of a semester of a course 

(18 weeks on 4x4 block)

Double Block Enrolled in subject for 2 consecutive semesters

4x4 4 classes per semester for 1 credit per class

GPA Grade point average

TOPS GPA Grade point average on 19 TOPS Core courses

END OF COURSE TESTING (LEAP 2025) Students must take and pass end of course test in state 

mandated courses to graduate.



“SECOND TO NONE”
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Course Units LEAP 2025

English 4 Units English I

English II

Math 4 Units Algebra I

Geometry

Science 4 Units Biology

Social Studies 4 Units US History

Physical Education 1.5 Units -

Health .5 Unit -

Foreign Language 2 Units -

Fine Arts 1 Unit -

Electives 3 Units -



“If you don’t know where you’re going, how can you expect to get there.”
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Credits

24

LEAP Scores

Basic

ACT

20

Community 

Service

10 hours

Credits
Dual Enrollment

Honors

AP

LEAP

Advanced

Mastery

ACT

23/22

Community 

Service

15 hours



Classification Credit Requirement

Freshman 0 – 6.5

Sophomore 7 – 12.5

Junior 13 – 18.5

Senior 19 – 24+



5 Year Individual Graduation Plan (IGP)

• All students will plan their courses annually using this Plan.  
They include all courses required for graduation.  Parents, 
Students and Counselors will approve these plans with their 
signatures each year.

• These plans will include:
• Beginning Date the student enters high school

• Name

• Educational Goals-Diploma Endorsement

• Career Goals

• Extra Curricular & Employment Activities

• Assessments-Pre-ACT,ACT, EOC, ASVAB, etc.

• AP, Gifted and Dual Enrollment Courses



KARR TRANSCRIPT

• Confirm all courses taken are 
recorded

• Confirm all the listed grades 
are correct

• Confirm no course was taken 
twice by error

• Provide current GPA

• Provide credits attempted and 
earned



The Future of High School in Louisiana

All students: Two years of mathematics, English, health, physical 

education, science, and social studies, and one career readiness 

course.

Postsecondary Focus: Two Years

Career Diploma:
Students earn a regionally 

appropriate credential to work.

TOPS University Diploma:
Students take the TOPS core 

curriculum.

Initial Coursework: Two Years



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

TOPS University Diploma 
• 4 units of English

• 4 units of Math

• 4 units of Science

• 4 units of Social Studies

• 1.5 units of PE

• .5 unit of Health

• 2 units of same Foreign 
Language

• 1 unit of Art-Band-Theatre

• 3 units of elective

24 TOTAL Units

Jump Start Career Diploma
• 4 units of English

• 4 units of Math

• 2 units of Science

• 2 units of Social Studies

• 1.5 units of PE

• .5 unit of Health

• 9 units-Must complete a set of 
courses in  set curriculum leading 
to regional work place experience 
and credentials

23 TOTAL Units



Tops Core Curriculum

4 Units of English

4 Units of Math

4 Units of Science

4 Units of Social Studies

2 Units of Foreign Language (must be the same)

1 Unit of Fine Arts or 1 Unit of performing art

Total of 19 Units

*GPA will be weighted



GPA

Honors / Pre-AP Gifted AP

A=4.40  A=4.44  A=4.48

B=3.30  B=3.33  B=3.36

C=2.20 C=2.22   C=2.24

D=1.10   D=1.11     D=1.12

Regular

100-93 A 4 quality points

92-85 B 3 quality points

84-75 C 2 quality points

74-67 D 1 quality point

66-0 F 0 quality points

* Courses currently designed to be calculated on the (5.00) scale can be viewed at https://www.osfa.la.gov/5scale

https://www.osfa.la.gov/5scale


TOPS

TOPS is a program of state scholarships for Louisiana residents who attend: 

• LA Public Colleges and Universities 

• Schools that are a part of the LA Community and Technical College System

• Louisiana approved Proprietary and Cosmetology Schools or 

• Institutions that are a part of the LA Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities

There are 4 different award components.



TOPS Tech

• 2.5 GPA and 17 on ACT

• Funds for technical school or a technical 
program at a community college (Any other top 
Universities students receive TOPS Tech).

• Includes cosmetology school(i.e. Delgado CC)

• 2 years of tuition



ADD A FOOTER 16

PreACT

• Provides students with practice for the 
ACT test

• Measures progress towards college 
readiness

• Students that score at or above the 
benchmarks are likely to be ready to do 
well in entry-level college courses in these 
subjects.

• Offers interest-major match up





What to do now to prepare
for college

• Take a rigorous curriculum

• Get high grades

• Join Clubs & Organizations & take a leadership role in these clubs & 
organizations.

• Explore college programs and requirements  

• Visit colleges (during holidays, summer)

• Attend recruitment events 

• Attend sporting events, ect. At colleges (football games, greek shows)



Community Service Requirements

Grade Minimum Hours

9 10

10 20

11 25

12 25

Total 80

Students must document community service hours on the Community Service 

Diploma Endorsement Student Document Form.  Below is the schedule that 

must be followed to receive a Community Service Endorsement Diploma.
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LA GEAR Up (Louisiana Gaining Early Awareness 
and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs) is a 
federally funded national initiative supported by the 
US Department of Education.  Louisiana was 
awarded a 7 year grant for $2.5 million in 2016.

LA GEAR Up aims to increase the number of low-
income students who are prepared to enter and 
succeed in post-secondary education.

Activities: 

College& Career Tours

Tutoring

Mentorship

Explorer’s Club 

And much much more…



COUNSELOR’S CONTACT INFO
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FRESHMEN COUNSELOR
Tiffany Henderson
Tiffany.Henderson@inspirenolaschools.org
504-302-7133

SOPHOMORE COUNSELOR

Royce Hooks

Royce.Hooks@inspirenolaschools.org

504-302-7120

Please schedule an appointment in advance if you would like to 

meet with the counselor.



Let’s have a productive and successful 
semester!

THANK YOU


